
Syllabus, Luca d’Agliano Summer School on International Migration and Outsourcing, 
Summer 2009 

(provisional, April 2009) 

International Migrations, by Giovanni Peri 

The goal of these lectures is to present the students with the most recent evolutions of the 
analysis of determinant and effects of international migrations. We will present some theories 
always with an eye to their empirical tests and a lot of empirical analysis. In particular we 
combine a literature that is typically analyzed in international economics, relative to the 
determinants of migration and one typically taught in labor economic courses on the economic 
effects of immigration in rich countries. The reading with asterisks are the most important to 
understand the material presented in the lectures. I may add more background readings later.  
Here is the outline: 

1) Economic determinants of international Migration (2 Lectures): 
a. Introduction: Some facts and tendencies. The irresistible forces of international 

migration:  Wage differentials, demographic differentials, Changing productive 
structure  

Readings: Pritchett (2006)** ;  Freeman (2006)
 
b. Migration as Factor Movement (McLaren John 2009) 

Readings: McLaren (2009) ** 
 

c. Migration as Optimal Location Choice and determinants of migration: 
i. Selection of migrants: the Roy-Borjas Model  

ii. Size of migration flows: justifying a pseudo-gravity equation for 
migrations. 

Readings: Borjas (1987); Grogger and Hanson (2008)**; Ortega and Peri (2009)**; 
Mayda (2009) 
 

2) Effects of Immigration on the receiving Economy (3 lectures): 
a. Effects on Labor Markets: Employment and Wages.  

i. National or Local?  
ii. Is there any wage effect? The substitution-complementarities debate 

 
Readings: Card (2007); Borjas (2003); Card (2009)**; Borjas and Katz (2007)**; 
Ottaviano and Peri (2008)** 

 
b. Effects on prices, productivity and Investments  

Readings: Cortes (2008)**; Peri (2008)
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http://www.econ.kuleuven.be/public/ndaaa08/freemanonmigration.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/pss/1814529
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1093659
http://gesd.free.fr/nb14833.pdf
http://www.dagliano.unimi.it/media/08-Card-2007.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25053941
http://www.econ.ucl.ac.uk/cream%20/pages/CDP/CDP_07_09.pdf
http://ws1.ad.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/katz/files/mex_immig_nber_wp.pdf
http://www.dagliano.unimi.it/media/12-Ottaviano-Peri-2008.pdf
http://faculty.chicagobooth.edu/patricia.cortes/documents/jpe.pdf
http://www.dagliano.unimi.it/media/14-Peri-2008.pdf


 
 
 

c. Highly skilled immigration and innovation, entrepreneurship, knowledge 
diffusion  

Readings: Hunt-Gauthier (2008); Kerr and Lincoln (2008)** 
 

3) Migration and Outsourcing in the international division of Labor (1 Lecture) 
 

a. Migration and Skills  
b. Trading and outsourcing Tasks  
 

Readings: Peri and Sparber, (2009)** Grossman and Rossi-Hansberg, (2008)** 
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